ii2         THE FUTURE OF EUROPE
State schools where their children can be
taught In that language, and the right to
worship according to their own desire and
conscience. Subject to that they are
expected, so long as they remain in the
country to which they w^ere transferred by
treaty (and they are always free to leave it),
to behave as loyal and law-abiding citizens.
The Europe of 1940, let it be recalled, is
ex hypothesi a continent in which rational
people behave rationally. The rights of
minorities will therefore be freely recognised
by rational governments, and minorities,
themselves rational, will give what is required
of them in return. What is more, the
recognition of minorities' rights will not be
confined to the States on which minority
treaties were imposed (against their will) in
1919 and 1920. Countries like Italy and
Germany and France will give to any genuine
minority that asks for it the same rights as are
exacted from Poland and Rumania and Jugo-
slavia. There is no reason ethically (though
there was some politically) why Poles in
Germany should not enjoy the same statutory
protection as Germans in Poland.
What will be the end of that ? Are
miaorities to be indefinitely perpetuated as
alien elements within the fabric of a settled